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are working two jobs to make ends 
meet, a struggle that is very real to 
me. As a nurse for over 40 years, I 
worked two jobs when my children 
were little and our family was trying 
to better ourselves, as my husband was 
working on his degree. I worked not 
only as a nurse, but I also had a school 
for children in my home. My fellow 
GOP women here tonight, we are all 
with similar stories of struggles and 
challenges and working hard for our 
families. Government needs to get out 
of the way and allow businesses to 
grow so that jobs are created and 
America gets back on track. 

I am a Republican woman, and I am 
proud of that. I am proud to say that I 
am not only protecting children and 
their families but also am working to 
make sure that our country gets back 
on track so that we have jobs that will 
allow these families to be strong and 
grow. 
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I believe that I’m not only speaking 
for myself, but also for the women 
back home and across this country. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. I would 
like to yield to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), chairman 
of the International Relations Com-
mittee. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I thank the 
gentlelady from Washington for yield-
ing me the time. I’m inspired to hear 
my wonderful colleagues, proud Repub-
lican women, proud to be Republican, 
as well as plugging our gender because 
we have a very positive story to tell 
our country. 

And as my wonderful friend, the col-
league from the State of Washington, 
pointed out, my name is ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN; and I represent Florida’s 
proud and beautiful 18th Congressional 
District that covers from Bal Harbor 
all the way down to sunny Key West, 
265 miles of coastal beach area. 

And I’m a daughter, I’m a mother, 
I’m a grandmother, I’m a wife of a 
Vietnam veteran, a former educator 
and a former small business owner. I 
fled Castro’s communist Cuba with my 
parents when I was 8 years old. I’m 
proud to be a naturalized American, so 
Cuban by birth, American by choice. 
And I am also a Republican woman. 

I entered public service after talking 
with my parents, with the parents of a 
school, a small private bilingual school 
that I operated along with my parents 
in Hialeah, a blue-collar working town 
of Miami-Dade County. 

And after hearing from the parents of 
the school that I operated about their 
hopes and their dreams and the prob-
lems and the concerns that they had, I 
decided that the best way to help them 
was not just to help them individually, 
but rather to help them in a bigger way 
by being involved in the legislative 
process in order to change the policies 
that were causing them difficulties. 

As we have said here tonight, Mr. 
Speaker, our Nation faces grave eco-
nomic dissatisfaction and a sluggish 

economy and no job recovery. And Re-
publican women understand and recog-
nize the need for creative and bold so-
lutions to get America moving in a 
positive direction once again so that 
small business owners, such as the 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINENs in south Flor-
ida, who have a small school or who 
have a small business, are not ham-
pered by burdensome regulations that 
inhibit their growth. 

And we know how small business suf-
fers due to this growing bureaucracy 
and this unnecessary regulatory wran-
gling that goes on and that has oc-
curred in the last few years, and the 
previous speakers spoke on this issue 
of the regulation that has run amuck. 

So Republican women also recognize 
this economic prosperity cannot be cre-
ated by government because small and 
medium-sized businesses are the en-
gines that fuel our economy. So to-
gether, Republican women don’t want 
to—we’re in unison to say that we do 
not want to leave this burden, this fi-
nancial debt, this deficit to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. We want to 
leave them with a more prosperous and 
secure Nation. And that’s why I’m 
proud to be a Republican woman. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. I’m 
proud to yield to my colleague from 
Washington State. 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. As the 
youngest woman in the U.S. Congress, 
I’m proud to be here tonight joined by 
my colleagues from across the Nation. 
And I’m here tonight to politely de-
cline the anti-woman label that some 
who must not have better things to do 
have pushed our way, because the 
women here in this Chamber, the Re-
publican women on this side of the 
aisle, as you’ve heard, are incredibly 
diverse. They’re cops, attorneys. 
They’ve served, they’re moms, some of 
them have served in public office like 
myself. There’s a tremendous group of 
problem-solvers here and that’s what 
we need. 

We know that we need solutions, and 
the most important solution we can 
find right now has to do with bringing 
more jobs to folks at home, making 
sure that we have good, strong Amer-
ican jobs that will support our fami-
lies. 

And as Congress looks for the job cre-
ation solutions that so many Ameri-
cans are craving, I believe that we Re-
publican women possess or bring a spe-
cial skill to the table. One of my 
woman colleagues summed it up best 
when she said, women take technical 
problems and come up with creative so-
lutions. We’re simply better at looking 
at the issues from outside the box. I be-
lieve much of what she said, and I 
think that’s one of the reasons that 
you see us here tonight fighting for the 
families back home, whether it’s home 
in southwest Washington, where 
they’ve been out of work; where it’s 
the mom who knows how much it costs 
to put gas in the tank, how much it 
costs for health care, for the education 
bills; who’s worried about her older 

parents and making sure that they 
have access to health care; or thinking 
about her children and her grand-
children. 

It’s these women in and throughout 
our Nation who have really borne the 
brunt of this economy. So it’s very im-
portant that we’re at the table here to-
night pushing back on that label, be-
cause we do represent those American 
women; and the solutions that we’re 
bringing and that we’re fighting for are 
going to make it so that those women 
who have dreams to start their own 
business, to plan for retirement, who 
want to see less of their hard-earned 
dollars going into the gas tank, those 
are the women we’re standing up for 
tonight, and the solutions that we’re 
bringing forward are going to help 
them help their families, help our com-
munities, and help our country. 

I recognize we have limited time here 
tonight, and I thank you for allowing 
me to share and stand up with these 
tremendous ladies. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2021, JOBS AND ENERGY 
PERMITTING ACT OF 2011, AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1249, AMERICA INVENTS 
ACT 

Mr. NUGENT (during the Special 
Order of Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS), 
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
112–111) on the resolution (H. Res. 316) 
providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 2021) to amend the Clean Air Act 
regarding air pollution from Outer 
Continental Shelf activities, and pro-
viding for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 1249) to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide for patent re-
form, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of a family medical emergency. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED JOINT 
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled Joint Resolutions of the 
Senate of the following titles: 

S.J. Res. 7—Providing for the reappoint-
ment of Shirley Ann Jackson as a citizen re-
gent of the Board of Regents of the Smithso-
nian Institution. 

S.J. Res. 9—Providing for the reappoint-
ment of Robert P. Kogod as a citizen regent 
of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 
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